This article discusses issues in social sciences research which serve as an introductory framework of understanding and reflection especially for beginning researchers in the field of English language education. It commences by addressing choices, decisions and factors involved when doing research. These include such variables as power relations, ethical issues, research design, claims to truth in research, and methodological considerations in research. The article ends with the reflection on these issues for carrying out research in Indonesian English language teaching context.
INTRODUCTION
. Foucault (1980 , cited in Obiorah et al., 2010 , connecting power and knowledge, stated that the relation between power and knowledge is discursive:
"the more power, the more knowledge; the more knowledge, the more power". Similarly, Roussel (2005) (Heap 1995 , Lather, 1986 In the stage of data analysis and production of the report, formal control and power over the data returns to the researcher (Gitlin & Russell, 1994; Karnieli-Miller et al., 2009 ). There are some choices she/he can consider. First, as usually applied in common research reporting, the concern is on research variables. Such a style is also indicated by the dominant use of active forms and pronouns (Hertz, 1996; Jones 1992; Gitlin & Russell, 1994) .
In addition, power relation is more intensified in teacher research which has gained prominence since the last two decades (Zeni, 1998; Stocker, 2012) . Teacher research refers to teachers as the agents who conduct the study involving their own students, despite the different orientations taken (Stocker, 2012) . In such a research context, students are usually identified as "vulnerableespecially if their families have little money or education" (Zeni, 1998) , a "relatively captive population" (Moreno, 1998 ) "people of a lower social status" (Erickson, 2006) , those who "feel under pressure to give up their free time and take part in an activity that may potentially make them feel uncomfortable" (Taber (2007) , and those who are in "the dynamic mix of personal ties and multiple social roles, statuses, and purposes" with the teacher who are also the researcher (Stocker, 2012: 55 In addition, one last issue that often has less attention is "research deception" (Drew, 2007) , "occluded in helping to achieve that freedom" (Kilpatrick, 1988: 22) . These second and last trends have contributed significantly in language education research within the last two decades as shown in many international professional journals and publications in the field (Richards, 2009 These criteria and techniques have appeared to be a consensus up to the present as they continue to be mentioned mainstream qualitative literature (e.g., Creswell, 2009; Creswell & Miller, 2000; Patton, 2002; Maxwell, 2005; Maxwell, 2009; Merriam, 2009; Yin, 2011; as cited in Loh, 2013) .
REFLECTION: DOING LANGUA-GE EDUCATION RESEARCH IN INDONESIA
Having gone through the series of literature, I now describe some issues in carrying out research in (Jazadi et al., 2012; Solihin, 2012; Jalaluddin, 2012 
